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The sun is shining spring finally feels like it is here. Since the last edition Broomfield and 

Kingswood Parish Council have held the Reverse Santa event. Santa rode around the 

village spreading some festive joy whilst collecting items for the Salvation Army.        

Afterwards residents were invited back to the Village Hall where there were                

refreshments and festive songs. It was a very successful event and we filled nearly 

three cars with all the donations received! Thank you again to everyone involved who 

made this event such a success, we look forward to this year! On that note please put 

Sunday the 14th of December in your diaries as Santa is coming back to Broomfield and 

Kingswood!  

Some of you may have noticed that the CCTV at the Sports Field has been upgraded recently. We have 

always had CCTV at the Sports Field, and it did work however it was very outdated. The upgraded CCTV 

now covers the whole Sports Field and is live and recording.  

VE Day is on the 8th of May and the Parish Council will be celebrating this milestone by holding a bring 

your own picnic celebration at Kingwood Village Hall on the 10th of May 2pm—5pm. Everyone is welcome 

and there will be music, games and war time theme exhibits and reels. There will also be an at cost bar! 

Please do come along, these events are for the whole community to enjoy and come together! More    

details can be found on page 14.  

Two big issues in the Parish currently are nuisance motorbikes and dog fouling. Our local Beat Officer PC 

Phillips attended a recent Parish Council meeting on the 17th of March where he spoke about the        

nuisance bikes. He advised as follows; I am aware of the issues regarding nuisance motorbikes in     

Kingswood. I chased one of them on foot around the woodland path behind the playing field on Sunday 

just gone so understand firsthand the problem they cause. I have got CCTV images showing one of the 

people using the bikes and they will be receiving a visit from me. This is a county wide issue which    

causes problems in both rural and urban areas so it isn’t just yourselves in Kingswood that are effected by 

this.  

In total for the Kingswood area there have only been 9 calls since the 1st of January 2025 until today. 4 of 

these 9 calls were over the weekend of the 7th and 8th of March so there is a significant increase which 

can justify me utilising more of my colleagues in trying to tackle this issue. We can deal with these bikes in 

various ways, seizure is an option however it is very important that you report any incidents of nuisance 

motorbikes either online or using 101 or 999 as appropriate. This will   enable a clear picture to be built up 

of how big the issue is in Kingswood so that resources can be allocated to the area. 

I cover a large area (Kingswood, Bearsted, Downswood, Otham, Leeds, Langley and Senacre) and  

therefore cannot always be present but I do follow up calls and I am trying to complete as many foot     

patrols as possible. Please do chat to me if you see me or alternatively I can be contacted on 101 or   

Hayley the Parish Clerk is happy to forward emails onto me.  
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It is very important that all issues are reported to the Police, no matter how small you think they are. If you 

have time to put the issue on Facebook, you have time to inform the Police. We appreciate there are  

comments like ‘nothing gets done’ or ‘they don’t care’ however it does and they do but they need to be 

aware of what is going on to be able to help. Together we can try to tackle these issues.  

A second issue is dog fouling. Hayley our Parish Clerk has been liaising with the Maidstone Borough 

Council Community Protection team regarding this issue. Pavements have been sprayed and will be 

sprayed again, stickers have been placed in the Post Office which you can display on your property and 

they have been placed around the parish. Any public areas where dog poo is present can be reported to 

Maidstone Borough Council who will attend and clean it up. This can be done using the following website  

https://maidstone.gov.uk/home/primary-services/street-

care-and-cleaning/report-dog-mess 

Our Annual Parish Meeting is taking place on Monday 

the 19th of May. Local groups and clubs are invited to 

showcase to our Parish what they do/how they sup-

port/help the community. If you are a local group or 

organisation and would like to be involved please con-

tact Hayley, Parish Clerk. We hope lots of residents 

can make the meeting at 8pm on the 19th of May at 

Kingswood Village Hall. Councillors will also be     pre-

sent to speak to you.  

 

 

 

 

Lastly please see the dates of the village litter picks below.     

Everyone welcome, litter pickers, bags etc are all provided, it 

would be great to see many of you there to keep our Parish 

clean.  

 

Ever thought about becoming a Parish Councillor?  

To appreciate what is involved in being a Parish Councillor you 

need to know what a Parish Council is, and what it can and    

cannot do. We have to get the image of the Vicar of Dibley out of 

our mind and understand that the Parish Council is nothing to do 

with the Church or the Diocese; nor is it a voluntary and         

community sector body. 

A Parish Council is a separate legal, corporate entity. A Parish Council also provides services for the local 

people. These can range from recreation grounds, play areas, allotments, nature reserves, and a        

cemetery. Like any statutory body it can only do the things for which the law or any governing body     

document gives a power. 

Training is available and support will be found from colleagues, the Parish Clerk, as well as from the Kent 

Association of Local Councils. 

You may feel uncertain about the knowledge required to be a Parish Councillor and may feel overawed by 

those who have done the job for years. Rather like the story of the Emperor’s New Clothes – the simple 

question was the key to what was going on. All good Councillors should use the keyword – “Why?” on a 

regular basis. Remember – training and support is available. 

So, if you want to do more for your community, if you want to spend your time productively, and if you can 

think, listen and act locally – why not consider becoming a Parish Councillor? Speak to Hayley, Parish 

Clerk NOW! 
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Have you ever read a book that you just NEED to talk to someone about? Ever experienced that 
sudden joy when you have found another person who has read a book that you've been        
desperate to discuss? 
I have always been this person.  
And as much as I appreciate my husband's dedication to listening to me re-tell a story I've been 
reading, not wanting to miss a crucial detail, it usually results in gradually seeing his eyes 
glaze over while I slowly lose grip on his attention and well-natured enthusiasm. Especially 
since he's "not really a book person". 

Enter the Kingswood Book Klub. 
 
It's simple! We sit, we sip and we natter. Of course, our topic each month is about the book we 
have chosen but it's the stories we read that invoke interesting debates, multiple outlooks and 
insights into people and places we may not have thought to discover. 
I, for one, have read (and listened to) books I would never have chosen since joining this group 
and even if I have disliked our latest choice, it is still a point of discussion encouraged to share 
with the group. 
 
The Kingswood Book Klub meets on the 4th Thursday of every month and, in case you were  
curious, is named as such because there is already an informal book club in the village so the 
‘K’ was a cheeky suggestion from one of our members! 
It is worth mentioning that each of us choose to read differently each month. I love an audio 
book, others read an e-book or reading app while some stick to the good old fashioned "book" 
book. We aim to read one book a month but have once given ourselves two months to get     
through a particularly lengthy read! 
 
This group can be whatever you need it to be, whether you're open, introverted, opinionated, 
observant, curious, looking to make friends or even just peckish! Or if you just require the    
obvious...... to anticipate the next book you'll discover. 
 
For me, I have found a small group of people who have hopefully gained what I have; a place of 
comfort and laughter, human connection and acceptance in our small community.  
 
Reviews; 
“The book we’ve just read is not my normal fare, but that’s the joy of Book Klub, being taken to 
different places, and sharing the journey with friends and fizz. “ Ceridwen, feigning retiree 
 
"I joined this book club when I was at a low point in my life. Meeting all these ladies, who have 
become friends and uniting over our love of books (and Prosecco) helped me more than they 
know. I look forward to it every month and love the topics we cover and the variety of books we 
get to read" Gemma 
 
"Since joining Kingswood Book Klub I have met some wonderful neighbours, enjoyed getting 
out of my reading comfort zone and sharing great conversations, not only about the books we 
read together, but about village life and our lives in general. To feel connected to a group of fel-
low readers has been a lifeline." Charlotte, age 48 
 
"Joining the book club has not only expanded my reading horizons but also provided an oppor-
tunity to connect with people in our community. Sharing stories and experiences with these 
wonderful individuals is throughly enjoyable." Rachie 
 
"I joined the book club because I wanted to meet my neighbours in the village as I didn't know 
many people. I've always loved reading but always stuck to the same type of books. The club 
has broadened my reading and I have made some lovely new friends. I look forward to our meet 
up every month."  Claire, aged 64 

Meeting details: 
Fourth Thursday of every month 

8:15-9:45pm 
£5 per person 
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WAITING FOR SPRING 

 
I look out from my window, to see the garden fast asleep, 
frost glistens on the pathway, fallen leaves piled in a heap. 

The blackbirds are hovering, but still they do not sing, 
like me, they are patiently waiting for the spring. 

 
The grey skies above always threaten us with snow 

so, we light up our homes for a cosy warm glow. 
We snuggle up closely, trying to keep warm 

waiting for spring when the garden will transform. 
 

The beautiful garden hedgehogs, hibernated long ago 
sleeping through winter, until they come to say hello. 

They’ll sniffle and shuffle and be hungry, no doubt 
and waiting for spring when the sun will come out. 

 
The fierce wind bends the branches of the huge oak tree 
The starlings hold on tightly as the small twigs break free. 

They land upon the frozen grass, thirty feet below 
I don’t like this waiting game; winter goes too slow. 

 
Roses are pruned and ready, so are the fruit trees, too 

So, hurry up and get here, spring, I’ve so much more to do. 
My compost all needs turning, the birdbath is covered in ice 

I don’t like these frosty mornings; some milder weather would be nice! 
 

Then one day in February, I spot a daffodil stem 
It was poking through the soil, is winter coming to an end? 
As the dull days passed by, many more seemed to appear 

Is the waiting over – is springtime finally here? 
 

I fed the birds this morning, they flew down and chirped aloud 
The sun was shining brightly, through the moving clouds. 

Then I turned around and saw them, my daffodils in bloom 
At last, the waiting’s over and spring will be here soon. 

 
By Lynn Chapman 
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Poem by Lucy Shroeder in 

approximately 1980 regarding 

the old village hall. Includes a 

photo of what the village hall 

looked like before our current 

village hall was built.  
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Article from 2012 by Tony Skinner  
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100 Club 

The winners 

January 

Mrs Carol Jones £20, Mrs Head £10, Mrs Bailey £10, Mrs B Turner £5 

February 

Mrs Price £20, Mrs Lee £10, Mrs Gausden £10, Mrs Rookledge £5 

March 

Miss Raffell £20, Mrs Bosman £10, Mrs Drane £10., Mrs A Bowman £5 

 

If you would like to join the 100 club, it costs £12 a year and we have 4 prizes a 
month. The proceeds go to Leeds and Kingswood Scout Group. 

 Ring Alan 843019 for more details 
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Leeds and Kingswood Scout Group were involved with the Reverse Santa, around Kingswood and 
Broomfield villages. This was where people gave gifts of food to Santa on his truck. The idea was that 
any gifts people gave were given to the Salvation Army to distribute to the deprived people. At the end, 
we all met up at Kingswood village hall and the group unloaded the truck and put it in to the Salvation 
Army’s cars.  

The group helped in distributing Christmas cards around the village, there was a box in the Post Office 
so people could post their cards for a small donation to the group.. 

SCOUTS 

We have 6 leaders, 8 girls, 10 boys and 5 new scouts have joined this term.  

Some scouts took part in the district incident hike. This was an extremely challenging event and the 
scouts smashed it!  Working together as a team to complete all challenges set and complete as a 
group. The weather was kind to them, and some of leaders enjoyed themselves. 

Scouts wanted to fund raise some money for the section and decided they wanted to do a Christmas 
fair. They had a few crafty sessions making items to sell and raised some donations towards the raffle 
and tombola. Scouts set up and run activities and games, interacted with public, and had fun. 

As ever we are contributing to work towards our Chief  Scout Gold badge. We've awarded 36 badges in 
the previous term, 

CUBS 

We have 18 cubs. 

In November the Cubs completed the book reader badge. To do this, each cub was tasked to read a 
short story, poem or tell jokes to one of the leaders whilst being recorded. We then edited the audio  
recordings by adding background music and sound effects and compiled these on to CD's as a full   
audio book collection. The cubs gave copies of the audio book to parents and guardians as Christmas 
presents. We also donated copies of the audio book to Maidstone and Tunbridge Wells Hospital. We 
met Claire Ashby, Head of the Hospitals' charity, who informed us that our audio book would be put to 
good use to help entertain children on the wards. She also told us they were very keen to use our audio 
book to help with therapy for patients on the dementia ward and to play on the hospital radio as well as 
for use during those undergoing MRI scans 

In December, the Cubs raised funds for their section by singing carols at Morrisons Supermarket on the 
Sutton Road. They successfully raised £140 entertaining the customers and staff with cheerful     
Christmas carols. A big well done to them, and for the end of term treat, the cubs got together for a 
game of bowling at Lock Meadow 

BEAVERS 

There are 22 beavers 

They have been working on their Faith badge and had a trip to a local Mosque which was a huge     
success. Beavers also took part in Temperance day. 

They have been fundraising (with the Squirrels) at Morrison's over Christmas and raised £170, money 
raised has been split between Hedgehog rescue, Demelza  and Buttercups. These were chosen by the 
Beavers. 4 beavers who have moved up to cubs will be issued with a Chief Scouts Bronze award. 

SQUIRRELS 

Squirrels have been working on their Faith badge and took part in Remembrance day. They raised 
£154 fund raising with the Beavers at Morrisons at Christmas. 

If you would like to join the above sections , call Alan 843019 

Alan Poulton Chair 
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Thursday Morning Walking Group 
 

9:30 at the Post Office 

 

 

 

 

Fancy getting out for fresh air and a friendly chat? 

 

We walk up to a couple of miles through the woods if the  

weather is good but often just around the village. 

 

We walk at about 25 to 30 minutes per mile pace. 

 

If you would like to join us, call Kay on 

 

01622 842080 or 0744 591 7438 
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I tried my hand at gluten free rolls  

I thought I'd have a go 

It looked fairly easy I'd have lovely rolls to show  

They were the size of ping pong balls  

and very hard when I put them in to cook  

Half hour later they had stayed the same but had gone brown  

as I didn't dare to look. 

I forgot about the rising time and it had to stand for about an hour 

I'd wasted all that time and effort, what a flippin' waste of power. 

The one thing I am grateful for and really glad to know. 

I had my fluffy slippers on I could have broken a toe. 

By Pat Pocock 

Kingswood Crafting Group 
Over the winter, the Crafting Group made some Christmas decorations with fabric and buttons, 
more Poppies, iris folded cards, and many, many other projects.  The lovely Jo introduced us to  
Diamond Art, a very addictive mosaic technique and we made cards, key rings and decorations 
with it.  We have crafters making greeting cards, crochet flowers, glass mosaic, knitted figures,  
water colours, knitted garments, Poppies (always Poppies!), sketches and so much more.  At our 
December meeting, we raffled a beautiful snowman made by Linda and raised £100 for Cancer   
Research, and we often raise money for charities with our makes.   

 

We’re going to try a new technique called punch needle at our March meeting, and then we’ve got 
fabric painting to try together in April.   

 

We have a very ambitious project coming soon!  Following the success and admiration of the Post 
Box Toppers, the plan is to make a model of our village, featuring notable things about the place 
we love to live.  Made of fabric or felt, wood or clay, knitted or crochet, it’ll be a table top of models 
of people and places, animals and scenery.  Would you like to get involved in the making or       
organising?  You’ll be so welcome.  Contact as below.  

 

We’ll be meeting on these Thursdays:  20 March, 17 April, 15 May, 19 June, 17 July, from 10.00 till 
12.00 at the Scout Hut.  Come and join us, all crafts, all skills, all welcome, coffee, chat, tea, 
treats, friends and fun. £4 a session, just turn up or call 07925 508050.   

Thank you, Ceridwen  
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ALL INCIDENTS  

MUST BE REPORTED 
It is useful to keep residents informed via social media such as Facebook however it is 

equally just as important to ensure that all incidents are reported to the Police. If incidents 

are not reported the Police are not aware and cannot respond or take necessary action.  

One comment the Parish Council receive frequently is that the Police ‘do nothing’. 

Councillors have relayed this back to Kent Police who have assured the Parish Council that 

all reports are taken very seriously. Things do happen behind the scenes, every report is 

collated and it enables officers to build up a picture about timings, type of antisocial 

behaviour etc and a plan of action can be made. There will be more Police presence over 

the comings months due to the recruitment of more officers. Just because you do not see 

them doesn't mean they aren't there! Our new Beat Officer PC James Phillips is patrolling 

the area and should you see him please do stop him and have a chat regarding any 

concerns or issues you may have. You can also email the Parish Clerk who can also ask PC 

Phillips to contact you if you wish to speak to him.  

 You can report crimes and incidents online using the following link https://

www.kent.police.uk/ro/report/ or alternatively by calling 101. If any residents require any 

help please contact Hayley, Parish Clerk who is more than happy to help you. One of our 

Councillors could even come and submit the report with you!  

 

Highways issues including potholes, broken signs, damaged signs, blocked gullies, pathway 

issues https://www.kent.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/report-a-problem 

Kent Police – New Community Interactive 2 Way Messaging Service  

My Community Voice is a new and exciting two-way messaging service that helps Kent and 

Medway residents, businesses, and community groups to keep in touch with their local  

policing teams. The service sends updates about your local area directly from the police 

officers themselves. 

My Community Voice allows you to comment by clicking the 'reply' link within a message. 

This will be sent back to the person that posted the alert. All emails are read and actioned. 

This service should not be used as a crime reporting tool. Please use www.kent.police.uk/

report or in an emergency, if a crime is in progress or life is in danger, call 999. 

To find our more please visit www.mycommunityvoicekent.co.uk 

https://www.kent.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/report-a-problem
http://www.kent.police.uk/report
http://www.kent.police.uk/report
https://www.mycommunityvoicekent.co.uk
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                                                                               THREE SUTTONS HELPLINE  

The Three Suttons Helpline , after a pause during the worst of the pandemic, is now active again. The 
Helpline volunteer drivers give lifts to people to medical appointments, when friends or family are        
unavailable – and can occasionally help with other things, such as essential shopping or collecting        
prescriptions. The scheme is available to people who live in Kingswood, Broomfield, Langley, East Sutton, 
Chart Sutton and Sutton Valence – and  to patients of the Orchard Surgery in Langley and Sutton Valence 
Surgery.  

If this service may be helpful for you, please do telephone one of the numbers below. ( Please do not 
contact any other numbers which you may have used in the past.) and, hopefully, the person who        
answers your call will be able to arrange for someone to take you to and from your appointment.         
Obviously, if you can give a reasonable amount of notice, the more likely it is that we can find someone 
to help you. 

                          07425 582534.      OR.    01622 844301 

Please note that we are not part of the NHS or Social Services and that the drivers use their own cars and 
give their time for free; but that donations towards the cost of petrol are much appreciated, so that the 
volunteers are not left out-of-pocket. ( Please do speak to the person organising your lift or to the person 
driving you if you are unable to offer a donation.) 

We are very grateful to Broomfield and Kingswood Parish Council for their support and their recent      
donation to the scheme, which will be used for insurance, leaflets, telephone calls, paying petrol costs if 
people are unable to afford a donation etc.)  

If you have any other queries about the scheme – or if you think you may be able to consider being a 
driver, please do contact the coordinator, Christine Parkes ( Tel. – 01622 842217  or                              
email christineparkes@hotmail.co.uk) 

mailto:christineparkes@hotmail.co.uk
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Kingswood Church article - April 2025 
 

 

 

Did you see the wonderful sight of the planets in alignment earlier this year? I managed to see 
Mars, Jupiter and Venus with the naked eye although I couldn’t see Mercury, Neptune, Uranus 
and Saturn as they were either too close to the horizon or not visible to the naked eye. These 
seven planets were in a ‘planetary parade’ towards the end of February and the next time this 
will happen will be in 2040. So, if you missed it, you will have to wait another 15 years! 

 

The Psalmist in the Bible also appreciated the solar system saying, ‘When I consider your heav-
ens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which you have set in place, what is hu-
mankind that you are mindful of them, human beings that you care for them?’ (Psalm 8:3-4) 

 

After such a wonderful heavenly experience, we were brought down to earth with the start of 
Lent on Ash Wednesday 5

th
 March, remembering when Jesus fasted for 40 days and was tested 

by the devil in the wilderness, prior to the start of his earthly ministry. His three-year ministry is 
recorded in all the Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke and John) which culminates with him riding   
into Jerusalem on a donkey on Palm Sunday and his crucifixion on Good Friday. Thankfully, 
this is not the end of the story, as Christians all over the world celebrate his rising from the dead 
on Easter Sunday, Hallelujah! We remember each of these events in special services at      
Kingswood Church during April.  

 

Our Easter Egg Hunt this year will be at 12 noon after the Café Service which is at 11am on 
Sunday 6th April. Our other services over Easter include Palm Sunday at 11am on Sunday 13th 
April, a Good Friday Reflection at 10:30am on 18th April, followed by hot cross buns, and an 
Easter Sunday Family Worship at 11am on 20th April.  

 

You are most welcome to join us at any of our services which are held in the village hall every 
Sunday at 11am followed by refreshments, except on the first Sunday of the month, when we 
serve a continental breakfast at 10:30am before our Cafe Service at 11am.  

 

May I wish you all on behalf of the Church a very Happy and blessed Easter!  

Peter Roberts,  

Kingswood Church 

kingswoodchurch@outlook.com   

mailto:kingswoodchurch@outlook.com
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MAIDSTONE HOSPITAL LEAGUE OF FRIENDS VOLUNTEERING 
CHARITY NUMBER:  1168474 

 
Would you like to volunteer and make some new friends at the same time?  The League 
of Friends would love to hear from you.   
 
We have a large shop in the main reception of the hospital and a second-hand book 
and puzzle shop next door.  We also have a tea bar in the Opthalmic Department,     
selling hot and cold drinks, sandwiches, fruit and snacks.  Our trolley service around 
the wards and A & E is much appreciated.   
From May – September we bring in fresh fruit from local farms to sell.   
 
Our retail profits are used to enhance the hospital to improve the life of patients and 
staff. 
 
Our volunteers benefit from free car parking and also a mileage/transport allowance, 
where appropriate. 
 
We also have our own garden and would love to hear from anyone who would like to 
help maintain that garden.  We try to meet once a month on a Sunday morning          
between April and October, weather permitting. 
 
Through the year we hold various fundraising events such as quiz nights, cake and    
bric-a-brac stalls.  After Covid, we are trying to re-introduce fun days out. 
 
If you would like to learn more, please contact our shop Manager,  
Jacqui Featherstone, on Maidstone 224781. 

The Kent Cynophobia Assistance Group  
 

The group meet every Monday evening helping children overcome their phobia of dogs.  

We have 14 dogs with their handlers and have approximately 20 children in the hall.   

We have over 90% success rate of a child touching a dog within the first hour.   

All of us are volunteers.   

We are always looking for dogs to help. They do have to have a level of obedience and of 
course have to be sound in nature.    

If you want further information ring Janet on 01622  842209.  
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For all your 

Car & Van servicing & Repair 

We can service all new cars  

under EEC Laws,  

and still maintain your warranties. 

  

MOT Class 4,5L & 7 

Loan cars & vans available 

  

Open Monday to Friday 

8:00 – 18:00 

01622 842445 or 01622 844844 

www.wents.co.uk  info@wents.co.uk 

  

  

  

  

  

Established in 2004.  Fully insured. 

Only new parts with warranty used 

Family home in Charlesford Avenue, Kingswood 

Motor Vehicle Repairs & Servicing 

Air Conditioning Specialist 

MOTS arranged or fix your MOT 

failure 

Adam Wise 07958 620684 

Trust / Quality / Expertise / 35 Years 

Experience 

  

Give me a call to discuss how I might help 

A.C. AUTOS 

http://www.wents.co.uk/
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KINGSWOOD WILDLIFE GROUP 

We’ve expanded our interests from Birdwatching to include wildlife, as there is so much to see and learn about in 

this area, and so many skilled and knowledgeable people to help us. 

We meet once a month, on the first Monday of the month in the Kingswood Village Hall, in the evening and we try 

to have guest speakers, and there will be quizzes too. There’s a small charge to cover costs. 

 

So far this year, we’ve had a fascinating and informative talk on the bats which live around us, from Hazel at the 

Kent Bat Group. She told us how we can encourage and protect them, which species are found here and what to 

look for. In February, we had an absolutely entrancing talk from Chris about Harvest Mice – an astonishing little 

mouse, weighing only the same as a 20p coin, which builds a complex and well-engineered nest balanced on a stalk 

of grass. In March, Lisa from Thorne Hedgehog Rescue told us about her work at the Rescue Centre, she was so 

entertaining and knowledgeable about these secretive little animals which are so endangered, and we determined 

to try to do more in Kingswood to protect them. Some group members also participated in the RSPB Great Garden 

Birdwatch, which the group collates annually.  

We will be visiting the Bird of Prey Centre at Leeds Castle to meet the owls in April, and hopefully some of the   

falcons too. We are also in talks with the Turtle Dove Project with a view to scoping what we can do to attract 

these disappearing birds to the parish. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During the summer, rather than meeting indoors, we plan to make visits and trips to local wildlife sights, such as 

Wildwood Trust, the Beaver projects at River Stour, and a local walk to search for glow worms! 

If you’re interested in local wildlife, please follow us on Facebook, and contact Matt with an email to 

mattmeek72@outlook.com. 
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MY VOLUNTEERING AT HERITAGE RAILWAYS  - Peter Bainbridge 01622 842985 

I was born in1941 and for the first 15 years I was living in a house alongside Chatham station, constantly 

hearing steam trains coming through. I naturally was attracted to the sight and sound of steam locomotives 

which has continued throughout my life. 

I continued living in the Medway Towns (and Cuxton) until 1992, when Maggie and I moved here to    

Kingswood.  At that time we were both still employed.  Maggie was a teacher at a school in Strood and I was a 

civil servant in an office in Chatham.  Maggie had to retire early in 1994 due to ill-health and the 30th anniversary 

of my early retirement occurred on 31st March this year.  We both then played lots of golf at The Ridge Golf 

Club, making many new friends. 

In 2003 I started volunteering at the Bluebell Railway, serving as a porter at Sheffield Park station.  In 

the running season I would normally go on duty every Tuesday, joining another porter.  Sometimes there would 

be others joining us.  Our duties were clipping tickets at the platform entrance, allocating seats on the coaches 

for booked parties and when the time came for the train to depart signal to the guard for him (or her) to whistle 

the train away.  As the train was leaving we would be checking that the doors were correctly closed. My regular    

travelling route to the station, across country, was 45 miles taking around 75 minutes. 

I continued volunteering at the station through to October 2011 at which time I was aware that my abil-

ity to walk naturally was getting awkward and painful.  I decided I had to withdraw from being a porter.  Over 

the years I had served with over a dozen different colleagues, enjoying their company, and it became a little          

emotional to say goodbye.  I had been keeping diaries since 1998 and I had recorded the names of all those I 

had been with each week. 

In 2013 I joined a group of new volunteers at the Kent & East Sussex Railway’s Tenterden Station.  I felt 

comfortable doing a sit down job and became a booking clerk, selling tickets to customers.  The railway had     

reopened, as a Heritage Railway, in 1974 at Tenterden and over the ensuing years was extended down to reach 

Bodiam in 2000.  Initially I was a clerk at Tenterden where it was very busy, particularly in the mornings.  I         

occasionally served at Northiam station but latterly at Bodiam, where I was regularly with the same personnel:-   

the station master, a man operating the level crossing gates, a platform assistant and a person in the shop. Dur-

ing the period up to October 2024 I had started to use a rollator to provide some assistance in walking, but my      

condition had gradually worsened, so I decided recently that I could no longer be comfortable getting to and 

from my car to the station building.  Once again I had recorded all the names of my fellow station staff.  Saying 

farewell was like leaving a family, and I have many fond memories. My travelling route was 21 miles, taking 

around 45 minutes.  

If any of you have never visited the railway and enjoyed the journey behind a steam locomotive may I 

recommend you give it a try. Details of the running days, timetables and fares can be found on the K&ESR       

website. 

The railway is considered to be a very friendly railway 

and always needs more volunteers at all the stations.  Perhaps 

you might consider taking my place, or any of the other roles 

available, and meeting new friends as I had.  

On Tuesdays at Bodiam station a volunteer group 

come along to maintain the structure - painting, gardening 

and all DIY activities.  If any of you have spare Tuesdays please 

consider joining the team 

Approval has been obtained for the line to be extended from Bodiam to Robertsbridge for completion in 

2027.  Of course many more volunteers will be needed then. 
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Hurrah, Spring is finally here!  As I write, we have just had a  
stunning sunny weekend and I am sure I was not the only one out 
in the garden tidying up ahead of growing season.  While the icy 
temperatures are set to return this coming week, it really does 
feel like Spring is here.  

We still have reams of beautiful snowdrops out across the estate, 
with daffodils now starting to open en masse.  Purple, white and 
yellow crocus are also out, as are the hellebores.  Tulips are also 
developing well, let’s hope they don’t get damaged by the         
incoming frost.   

We had a very successful February Half Term with the Chaos in 
the Castle event receiving excellent feedback from guests.     
Featuring live performers as Lady Baillie’s Butler, Mr Borrett and Mrs Hills, her secretary, this 
was a magical experience for families, requiring the solving of riddles, completion of challenges 
and uncovering of the secrets behind objects in the Castle misbehaving and moving around in 
response to the arrival of a peculiar new Desk.   

The desk in question is a beautifully hand painted Secretaire (Writing Desk), designed for 
Leeds Castle by Lady Baillie’s interior designer Stephane Boudin.  The desk left the collection 
in the 1970’s and we have been delighted to re-acquire it recently, thanks to a grant from      
National Lottery Heritage Fund.  The Secretaire arrived a couple of weeks ago and is now on 
display in Lady Baillie’s Boudoir.  

We were pleased to secure funds from National Lottery Heritage Fund last year to work on a 
number of areas, including energy efficiency, green transport, carbon footprint and better      
access.  

After completing a full estate access audit, we have been making improvements to accessibility 
in all its forms, working with groups like 21 Together (a local charity supporting families who 
have a child with Downs’ Syndrome).  This has led to improvements in pre-visit Access         
Information on the website and the recent installation of a new ramp to access the Stable Yard 
Café.   

In early March we introduced Sensory Packs for loan, including ear defenders, fidget toys and 
soft toys, to help people with sensory issues to have an enjoyable visit.  These have been 
hugely popular already and it looks like we will need to introduce more! 

We have also been working with Hollingbourne Station to introduce better signage for those 
who arrive by train to reach the Castle by green means.  We had also arranged for the     
Stagecoach 10X bus between Ashford and Maidstone to call in to the Estate to make green 
travel more possible.  We had also installed a ramp at our Estate bus stop to improve access 
for all.  Frustratingly, after the recent departure of a senior Stagecoach colleague, this service 
has been withdrawn to Saturday only.  We will continue to press for its reinstatement or         
replacement.  

Main visitor season is coming up quickly now and our Easter Trail will be Horrible Histories 
themed, with a chocolate coin reward.  Horrible Histories will be back for a Medieval Week over 
May Half Term, when the annual Joust will also be on site.  

Mothers’ Day is at end March this year and it is looking like all the daffodils (and potentially 
some tulips) will be out in celebration.  You can book for a delicious Mothers’ Day afternoon tea 
at the Castle View Restaurant.   

15
th
 March is our annual day offering free entry to National Lottery players, in recognition of the 

grants received from the National Lottery Heritage Fund.  This is also the day that we launch 
the Pavilion Pre-Loved Book Shop for the season. We are looking for volunteers to help with 
this charitable fundraising activity, so please do get in touch if you are able to help! 

 

Helen Bonser-Wilton, Chief Executive 
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    KINGSWOOD WHIST GROUP 
 

        “Best two and a half hours of the week.”                                        Jacqui M 

 

         “Great afternoon with great company.”                                          Denise W 

 

     “Highlight of the week.”                                                                    Janet B 

 

        “Lonely, want to new make friends? Come to whist.”                    Marian M 

 

“Great people, great game and tea & cakes at half-time.”           Jo R 

 

 “Very social afternoon, playing whist plus a cuppa and cake”.      Sue S 

 

Fed up, bored, want to meet new friends?   

Why not come along Tuesday afternoon and join us for a fun-filled, sociable session of 
partner whist? 

 

It’s from 2.00pm to 4.30pm 

 

24 hands of cards with tea, coffee, cakes and loads 

of chat at half-time, all for just £2.50!!   

We even have pretty modest prizes. 

 

Our annual awards lunch, usually at  The Ridge Golf Club, is enjoyed by all, 

Including several “significant others”.  The Group contributes to the cost. 

 

Don’t just sit there staring at wallpaper. Give us try – you won’t be disappointed. 

 

Further information from Mike on 844272 or just turn up next Tuesday. 
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HOLLAND & HOLLAND ROOFING LTD 

 
Flat Roofing Specialists 

 
“Installers of high performance flat 

roofing systems” 
 
 

Our quotes are free of charge and  
arranged at a time that’s convenient for 

you 
 
 

Contact 
T: 01622 842 069 

 
E: office@hollandandhollandroofing.co.uk 
W: www.hollandandhollandroofing.co.uk 

 
 

Members of the Confederation of Roofing 
Contractors (CORC) 

 

KWJ Gentlemens Hairdresser 

 
50 Charlesford Avenue.Kingswood 

 
Please ring 07521289406 or 

01622843430 for an appointment 
 

Opening times  
Wednesday—Friday 9am - 5pm 

Saturday 9am - 12  
 

All Welcome! 
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Spring 2025 Crossword solution 

 

Across: 2. Dog; 3. Easter; 7. Spring; 8. Lilac; 9. 
Cat; 10. Lambs; 12. Daffodil; 16; Outing; 17. Tu-
lip; 18. Yesterday; 19. Gardening; 23. Strawberry; 
26. Petals; 28. Showers; 29. Floral. 

 

Down: 1. Rose; 4. Equinox; 5. Mild; 6. Hiking; 9. 
Cleaning; 11. Springtime; 13. Fern; 14. Hiberna-
tion; 15. Butterfly; 20. Asparagus; 21. Easter; 22. 
March; 24. Bee; 25: Robin; 27. Cherry. 
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USEFUL CONTACTS 

 Kingswood Church   Peter Roberts   01622 843625 

 KCC Councillor    Shellina Prendergast  shellina.prendergast@kent.gov.uk 

 Member of Parliament  Helen Whately  helen.whately.mp@parliament.uk   

 MBC Councillor   Gill Fort   gillfort@maidstone.gov.uk 

 Neighbourhood Watch  VACANCY 

 PC James Phillips   Maidstone Neighbourhood  101 

      Policing Team  

 Primary School   Lynsey Sanchez Daviu  01622 842674 

 Kingswood Pre-School  Aimee Springett  07729 499 508/01622 844334  

 Village Hall    Val Clarke   01622 843110 

 

  Village Clubs 

 Badminton    Sue Orchin   01622 843626 

 Bluebells     Beryl Andrews   01622 843431 

 CANS     Sonya Roberts   01622 843625 

 Dog Training & Cynophobia              Janet Tandy   01622 842209 

 Karate     Chris Simpson   07801 639052 

 Tuesday Lunch Club   Pat Lyne   01622 843672 

 Kingswood Whist Group    Mike Bean   01622 844272 

 Short Mat Bowls   Kay Kilgallon                              01622 842080  

 Scouts, Cubs and Beavers  Alan Poulton   01622 843019 

 Birdwatching Group                              Matthew Meek                         mattmeek72@hotmail.com  
             Kingswood Book Klub     Becky Godfrey   07940 726554 
             Kingswood’s Little Library   Becky Godfrey   07940 726554 
 Kingswood Crafting Group   Ceridwen Clarke  07925 508050 
 
 
 Other 
 Three Suttons Helpline        07425 582534 OR 01622 844301 
 Involve         03000 810005  
 Kent Karrier        03000 41 35 67   

Your Parish Council 

Parish Clerk/RFO: Hayley Roberts; Email: parishclerk@bandkpc.uk Tel: 07719 317702/01622 474190 

Councillors: 

Tina Clark (Chair)           tinaclark@bandkpc.uk 

Gareth Davies (Vice Chair)    garethdavies@bandkpc.uk 

Chris Pink            chrispink@bandkpc.uk 

Malcolm Clarke           malcolmclarke@bandkpc.uk  

Daren Moss           dmoss@bandkpc.uk 

Linda Blainey           lindablainey@bandkpc.uk 

Robert Mercer           robertmercer@bandkpc.uk 

VACANCY x2 

Published by Broomfield & Kingswood Parish Council 

The views expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the production team; publication  of 
adverts/articles does not constitute endorsement and we reserve the right to edit.  Every care is taken to 
present articles impartially and neither the Editor nor the Parish Council are responsible for opinions   
either stated or implied. 

mailto:shellina.prendergast@kent.gov.uk
mailto:gillfort@maidstone.gov.uk
mailto:tinaclark@bandkpc.uk
mailto:tinaclark@bandkpc.uk
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