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             Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held virtually via Zoom. 
                     on Monday 19 April 2021 

   
Present:   Cllr Tina Clark (Chair); Cllr Gareth Davies; Cllr Chris Pink; Cllr Laura Hubbard; Cllr Ken Pattison; Cllr 

Aimee Parker; Cllr Ron Kemp, Cllr Simon Pearce, Cllr Kat Ross    (9) 
 
Hayley Roberts – Clerk 
 
Jo Gosden - RFO 

  
There was one member of the public present.   
 
There were no declarations of intent to record the meeting by Cllrs or members of the public. 

 
Cllr Clark opened the meeting at 19:21 

 

Min No Item Action 

234 To receive and approve apologies for absence. 
Apologies were received and approved for: 
 

 

235 
235.1 
235.2 
235.3 

Cllrs Declarations of interest in items on the agenda  
Lobbying – None 
Personal Interest – None 
Prejudicial Interest (Councillor to leave meeting table whilst such item is under discussion) – Cllr 
Davies items 4.1 and 4.2. 
 

 

236 
236.1 

 
 

236.2 

Reports from Representatives of Outside Bodies 
Kent County Council – County Cllr – Maidstone Rural East – Shellina Prendergast – apologies 
received. 
 
Maidstone Borough Council – Ward Councillor – Gill Fort  

• Pilot Scheme to Combat Litter – no further details are available since the last meeting.  

• Local Elections are being held on 6th May 2021. There are no elections for MBC however 
there is for KCC.  

• Local Bus Pilot – whilst this is a KCC initiative Cllr Fort agreed to make enquires at the 
previous meeting and has advised that a KCC inspector attended to monitor the bus service. 
KCC agree that the service is poor and have apologised. KCC have been in contact with 
Arriva. Arriva will be monitoring the service and KCC have a meeting next month with them to 
discuss. Residents are encouraged to contact the Clerk if the service remains poor so that it 
can be forwarded to KCC.  

• Boundary Commission Review – The last review was 20 years ago, and the Leeds Ward has 
the smallest amount of development in the borough. There will be changes to boundaries and 
there is talk of going to a three-member ward. This will potentially come into effect in 2023/24. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Cllr Fort left the meeting at 19.36pm 

237. 
 

 
     237.1 
 

 
 

 
237.2 

 
 
 
 

      
 
 

Planning Applications 
The following Planning Applications to be considered and resolved: 
 
Application Ref: 21/501308/LBC 
Proposal: Listed Building Consent for erection of an outbuilding. 
Address: Westlea Barn Upper Street Broomfield Maidstone Kent ME17 1PS 
Approved. 
 
Application Ref: 21/501307/FULL 
Proposal: Erection of an outbuilding. 
Address: Westlea Barn Upper Street Broomfield Maidstone Kent ME17 1PS 
Approved. 
 
 

Signed __________________________ 
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     237.3 
 
 
 
 

237.4 
 
 

 
 

Application Ref: 21/501710/FULL 
Proposal: Erection of a two-storey side extension with a single storey rear extension and a porch. 
Location: 4 Cayser Drive Kingswood Maidstone Kent ME17 3QB 
Approved. 
 
Application Ref: 21/501231/FULL 
Proposal: Erection of a single storey rear extension and loft conversion. 
Location: Wildacres Pitt Road Kingswood Maidstone Kent ME17 3NR 
Approved. 

 Cllr Parker joined the meeting at 19.41pm  

238. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Planning Outcomes (for report only)  
Cllrs noted that MBC had determined the following planning applications: 
 
Application Ref: 20/506126/FULL 
Proposal: Change of use from a dwelling to a care home together with conversion of the garage 
and erection of a conservatory 
Location: Southview, 61 Charlesford Avenue, Kingswood, Maidstone, Kent ME17 3PH 
MBC Decision: Application Refused 19.03.21 
 
Application Ref: 21/500505/TPOA 
Proposal: TPO Application - Works required to row of oak trees at the front of property, all trees 
between 30-35 metres in height. 
Location: 3 Kingsbroom Court Kingswood ME17 3ST 
MBC Decision: Application permitted 31.03.21. 
 

 

239. 
239.1 

 
 

To approve the minutes of the meetings of Broomfield & Kingswood Parish Council 
Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held on 15 March 2021. 
The above minutes were approved.  Cllrs resolved that as this meeting was a  
virtual one, the minutes could be signed as a true record by Cllr Clark outside of the meeting.  

 

 
 

Cllr Clark/Clerk 

240. Actions & Outcomes (for report only)  
Cllrs noted that all actions are either complete, in progress or on hold.   
 

 

241. 
 

241.1 
 
 
 
 

241.2 
 
 
 
 

241.3 
 
 
 

241.4 
 
 

241.5 
 
 
 

241.6 
 
 

241.7 
 
 
 

241.8 
 
 
 
 
 

Finances and Payment of Accounts – RFO 
 
Bank reconciliation – March 2021 
This was circulated to Cllrs prior to the meeting and agreed by all at the meeting.  As the meeting 
was a virtual one, Cllrs resolved that the documents could be signed by two Councillors outside of 
the meeting. 
 
Responsible Finance Officer’s report March 2021 
This was circulated to Cllrs prior to the meeting and agreed by all at the meeting.  As the meeting 
was a virtual one, Cllrs resolved that the documents could be signed by two Councillor outside of  
the meeting. 
 
To approve the schedule of payments for April 2021 
This was circulated to Cllrs prior to the meeting and Cllrs resolved to approve the schedule of 
payments.   
 
To ratify payments already made in April 2021. 
Cllrs resolved to ratify payments already made in March 2021. 
 
Reconciliation of invoices against cheques and ledger for March 2021 
As the meeting was a virtual one, Cllrs resolved that the invoices could be reconciled against the  
ledger and the invoices and ledger initialled accordingly by a Councillor outside of the meeting.   
 
To consider the performance against the 2020/21 budget  
Cllrs noted the performance during 2020/21. This is the end of year budget review.  
 
Self-Invoicing of Village Hall fees.  
RFO fed back to Cllrs regarding discussion with the internal auditor. Cllrs resolved to produce and 
email a remittance to the village hall committee each month as proof of payment.  
 
To resolve to agree and renew O2 mobile tariff. 
Cllrs resolved that RFO should contact O2 for different renewal options. 
 
 

Signed __________________________ 
 

 
 
 
 

Cllrs/RFO 
 
 
 

Cllrs/RFO 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cllr/RFO 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RFO/Clerk 
 
 
 

RFO 
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241.9 
 
 

  
 
 
   241.10 
 
 
 
   241.11 
 
 
 
   241.12 

To resolve to agree rent for Tall Trees and Scout Hut for the Financial year 2021/22 
Following discussion Councillors agreed to keep the Scout Hut rent at £52/annum. RFO to invoice 
accordingly.  
RFO to calculate Tall Trees increase in rent subject to RPI increase and amount to be ratified at 
next Parish Council Meeting.  
 
To resolve to agree and renew KALC and NALC membership. 
Following due consideration, Cllrs resolved to renew the Parish Council’s membership. RFO to 
action accordingly.  
 
To resolve to agree termination of XLN contract.  
Cllrs resolved to leave the contract to lapse at the end of its contract in June due to high early 
termination fees. RFO to action accordingly.  
 
Ratification of decision to make a donation to the Air Ambulance. 
Cllrs ratified this payment. RFO to action accordingly.  
 

 
 

 
RFO 

 
 
 

RFO 
 
 
 

RFO 
 
 
 

RFO 
 

 RFO left the meeting at 20.13pm  

242 
242.1 

 
 
 

242.2 
242.3 

 
 
 
 
 
 

242.4 
 
 

     242.5 
 
 
 
 

 
 
    

     242.6 
 

Sports Field 
Review of the month’s Sports Field Inspection Sheets 
Cllrs were advised that there has been some more fraying on the basket swing however this does 
not affect use and will continue to be monitored. The CCTV is still working. 
 
To receive an update on the Junior Play Unit  
To receive an update on the potential of a disabled swing  
Re Items 242.2 and 242.3, Cllr Parker advised that she had met with Jill Watson from Playdale 
and obtained two quotations for a single flat swing and a disabled swing with either Grasslok or 
Wetpour matting. Cllrs resolved to proceed with the Grasslok matting.   
Cllr Parker to continue to liaise with Playdale. regarding additional information and this to be 
agenda item at next Parish Council Meeting.  
 
To receive an update on meeting regarding CCTV – Cllr Pink  
To be discussed at the next meeting in May.  
 
To consider the opening and closing of the Sports Field gates  
After much consideration Cllrs resolved that residents to be asked for volunteers to open and 
close the gates each day. Cllrs resolved that if the gates were to be opened and closed that the 
car park would need to be closed at a particular time each day to avoid cars being locked in. Cllrs 
noted that the closing of the gates would not result in the Sports Field itself being closed but 
hoped this might help with littering etc.   

 
To consider fencing quotations – Cllr Davies  
After due discussion Cllrs resolved to erect a steel well fence due to its longevity and security.  
Cllr Davies to obtain quotations.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cllr Parker 
 
 
 

Cllr Pink 
 
 

Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cllr Davies 
  

243. 
243.1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

243.2 
 

 

Policing 
Crime Figures 
Between 12:01am on Monday 1st of June and 11:59pm on Tuesday 30th of June in Gravelly 
Bottom Road. Somebody broke into a shed at a residential property and has also broken fencing 
in a separate incident. 
 
Between 6:00pm on Monday 8th of March and 10:37am on Tuesday 9th of March in Gravelly 
Bottom Road. Somebody has damaged some fencing. 
 
On Sunday 14th of March around 12:00am in Laurel Grove. Somebody damaged fire 
extinguishers at a building site. The police are continuing their enquiries. 
 
On Sunday 14th of March between 12:01am and 11:16am in Ashford Road. Somebody broke into 
an empty residential property and have taken the boiler. The police are continuing their enquiries. 
 
PCSO Update 
Cllrs noted the update provided by the PCSO on her area patrols over the last few months. 
Update from PCSO as follows….  
 
Continuing Engagement and reassurance with dog walkers and villagers regarding dog thefts. 
 
Report of Nuisance vehicles Gravelly bottom/Abbey Woods/Kingswood woods- Will continue to 
monitor particularly at weekends. 

Signed __________________________ 
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Patrol of sports field due to increased reports from residents regarding littering and dog fouling- 
Just for awareness this is PCSO Boyd’s area, but I generally cover for him as in the area more 
regularly.  
 
To advise and discuss opening and closure of sports field at specified time to minimise incidences 
of ASB, littering etc. 
To endeavour to reinstate boxing club - Olympia Boxing. 
 

244. 
244.1 

 
 

 

Maidstone Area Committee of the Kent Association of Local Councils  
Feedback from Cllr Clark regarding the Area KALC Meeting.  
Cllr Clark proposed, and Cllrs resolved that each Cllr should attend at least one of these meetings 
each year.  

 
 

Clerk 

245. 
245.1 

 
 

 
 

Ratification of decision re planning application reference 21/501166/FULL 
Proposal: Erection of single storey rear extension to kitchen, dining room and bedroom. 
Location: Pevilyn Broomfield Road Kingswood Maidstone Kent ME17 3NY 
 
Previously approved under AOI. Cllrs ratified decision to approve this planning application.  
 

 

246 
246.1 

Community Building 
To receive an update regarding the funding webinar – Cllr Pink 
Cllr Pink updated Cllrs regarding the webinar.  

 
To resolve the next steps.  
Cllrs agreed that a public consultation is required before any further steps are taken.  
Cllrs want to make it clear that the community building is still in the discussion stages and that no 
progress will be made without a public consultation. The public consultation has not yet been held 
due to the Coronavirus pandemic, once restrictions ease a date will be set and residents notified.  
 

 

247. 
247.1 

Tom Hoy Award 
After receiving a lot of nominations Cllrs are delighted to announce that the Kingswood Local 
Convenience Store, NISA are the winners of the Tom Hoy Award 2020! 
 
Cllrs send their congratulations to the winner and also to all of the nominees who are listed below.   
 
Tracy Golding    
Simon Peter (Postman)   
Mick Lawrence   
Paul Beaney   
Aimee Parker   
Derek Hadlow   
Peter Roberts   
Claire Jones   
David Lyne   
Tom Hoy    
Alan Poulton    
Pat Rafill    
Val Clarke    
Martin Worrall    
Roy Royer  
 
Cllrs extend their thanks to everyone who put in a nomination and a presentation will be arranged 
once restrictions allow.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Amendment 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 

248. 
248.1 

 
 

Storage of Parish Council Files  
Scanning and shredding of archive documents – Cllr Clark 
After discussion Cllrs resolved that archive documents should be scanned and shredded using an 
external company. Going forward all future documents will be scanned by the Clerk.  
 

 
 

Clerk/Cllr Clark 

249. 
249.1 

 

ECO Green Communities Environmental Stations 
To consider placing posts with dog waste bags around the Sports Field and/or Village to help 
tackle the dog fouling issues. 
After discussion Cllrs resolved that this is a costly option and feared it would be vandalised or 
misused. Cllrs resolved to put poo bag dispensers on top of bins around the village as a more 
cost-effective option. Cllr Pink to action this accordingly.  
 

Signed __________________________ 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Cllr Pink 
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250. Public Right of Way 
Application Ref: PROW/KH302/1569 
Proposal: Extinguishment of Public Footpath KH302 (part) Broomfield and Kingswood  
Location: Broomfield Road 
Approved. 
As this relates to a section of footpath that has not been in use for many years Cllrs resolved to 
approve the application.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 

251. Social Media 
To discuss if we should have a presence on other social media such as Twitter.  
There is currently an active Facebook page which Cllrs encourage local residents to follow. After 
discussion Cllrs resolved to have a presence on Twitter. Clerk to action and maintain social media 
pages. 

 

 
Clerk 

252. Leeds Castle Liaison Group 
To discuss the possibility of electing a person to liaise with Leeds Castle for local people to 
propose any suggestions or concerns that they would like to raise. 
After due consideration Cllr Pattison agreed to liaise with Leeds Castle.  
 

 
Cllr Pattison 

253. Bus service & alternatives  
Cllr Ross discussed the possibility of a minibus service to and from Morrison’s and the Town 
Centre once a week. Concern was raised about whether this would undermine the Arriva bus 
service. Cllr Ross to research further and report back.  

 

 
Cllr Ross 

254. 
 

254.1 
 
 
 
 

254.2 
 

Residents’ concerns 
To consider and resolve what if any action to be taken in respect of: 
Dog Fouling  
This is an ongoing concern. Cllrs were advised of residents reporting dog poo in the play area. As 
per item 249.1 Cllrs will be looking into the possibly of poo bag dispensers on the existing bins in 
the village.  
 
Litter at the Sports Field  
Concerns raised over the litter in and around the car park area.  
Cllrs were advised that Cllr Clark cleared this litter up on one occasion and Cllrs resolved to 
organise another Parish litter pick once restrictions allow. Cllrs resolved to promote The Great 
British Spring Clean campaign 2021 which has been launched by Keep Britain Tidy. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 

255. 
255.1 

 
 
 

 
255.2 

 
 

255.3 
 
 

255.4 
 

 
 

Any other information 
Return of the Pop-Up Café – dates have now been confirmed as 10/06, 08/07, 05/08, 02/09, 
30/09. Leaflets are being produced for distribution.  
A banner is also being produced by the pop-up café to be displayed a week before the pop-up 
café attends.  

 
Electric Charge Points – An email has been received about the possibility of funding of 75% of the 
installation cost however on further investigation it is not something the Parish qualifies for.  

 
Broomfield Green Noticeboard – The Broomfield Green noticeboard is not in a good state of repair 
and Cllrs asked the Clerk to obtain further quotes.  

 
Policies – Draft policies for review; Document Retention Policy and Laptop Computer Policy. 
Amendments to be made and policies to be an agenda item at the next Parish Council Meeting.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 
 
 

Cllr Kemp  
Amendment 

 

232. 
 

Items for next agenda 

• CCTV 

• Document Retention Policy and Laptop Computer Policy 

• PlayDale - Disabled Swing  

• Broomfield Green Noticeboard  
 

 
 

233. Parish Council Meetings 
 
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be the Annual Parish Council Meeting and Annual 
Parish Meeting on Monday 4 May 2021.  If it is felt to be appropriate, the meetings will take place 
at The Village Hall, Gravelly Bottom Road, Kingswood from 19:15.  If not, the meetings will take 
place virtually via the Zoom Application. 
 
There was no further business, Cllr Clark closed the meeting at 22.06. 

Signed_______________________________ 

 

 


